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INTRODUCTION
At The Potters House Christian Fellowship Sheffield, we are committed to creating a safe, welcoming environment for everyone—especially children, young people, and adults at risk. Safeguarding is a vital expression of our Christian faith and reflects our duty to protect the vulnerable from harm.
This policy follows the guidance and standards set by Thirtyone:eight and outlines how we prevent, identify, and respond to abuse. We aim to foster a culture of safety, accountability, and respect across all areas of church life.
Our safeguarding team, including a Lead Designated Person, Deputy, and Safeguarding Trustee, ensures concerns are acted upon promptly and appropriately. All staff and volunteers are trained and recruited safely, and this policy is reviewed annually.
“Open your mouth for the speechless, In the cause of all who are appointed to die.
Open your mouth, judge righteously, And plead the cause of the poor and needy.”
— Proverbs 31:8–9 (NKJV)

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
A child refers to anyone under the age of 18.
An adult at risk is: 'Any adult aged 18 or over who due to disability, mental function, age, illness or traumatic circumstances may not be able to take care or protect themselves against the risk of significant harm, abuse, bullying, harassment, mistreatment or exploitation.' – Thirtyone:eight
SECTION 1 – SAFEGUARDING POLICY STATEMENT
Our Vision
The vision of The Potters House Christian Fellowship Sheffield is to make disciples of all nations, through preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, creating a safe, welcoming environment for all, and raising up men and women to serve God in truth and love. We are committed to building strong families, restoring broken lives, and cultivating a church culture of honour, love, safety, and faith.
In fulfilling this vision, we:
- Welcome children and adults at risk into the life of our community
- Run activities for children and adults at risk
- Make our premises available to organisations working with children and adults at risk
Our Safeguarding Responsibilities
The church ( The Pottershouse Christian Fellowship Sheffield) recognises its responsibilities in safeguarding all children, young people and adults at risk, regardless of gender, ethnicity, sexuality or ability.   
As members of this church we commit ourselves to the nurturing, protection and safekeeping of all associated with the church and will pray for them regularly. In pursuit of this, we commit ourselves to this policy and to the development of sound procedures to ensure we implement our policy well.
· Prevention and reporting of abuse
It is the duty of each church attendee to help prevent the abuse of children and adults at risk, and the duty of each church attendee to respond to concerns about the well-being of children and adults at risk. Any abuse disclosed, discovered or suspected will be reported in accordance with our procedures. The church will fully co-operate with any statutory investigation into any suspected abuse linked with the church.
· Safer recruitment, support and supervision of workers
The church will exercise proper care in the selection and appointment of those working with children and adults at risk, whether paid or voluntary. All workers will be provided with appropriate training, support and supervision to promote the safekeeping of children and adults at risk.
· Respecting children and adults at risk
The church will adopt a code of behaviour for all who are appointed to work with children and adults at risk so that all children and adults are shown the respect that is due to them.
· Safer working practices
The church is committed to providing an environment that is as safe as possible for children and adults at risk and will adopt ways of working with them that promote their safety and well-being.
· A safer community
The church is committed to the prevention of bullying. The church will seek to ensure that the behaviour of any individuals who may pose a risk to children, young people and adults at risk in the community of the church is managed appropriately

The Potters House Christian Fellowship Sheffield recognises its responsibility to safeguard all children, young people, and adults at risk, regardless of gender, ethnicity, sexuality, or ability.

Safeguarding Contact Points within Our Church
The Church will have the following team in place:
-Lead Designated Person for Safeguarding (LDPS):      Vimbikai Dutton
- Deputy Designated Person for Safeguarding (DDPS): Damilola Midaya
- Safeguarding Trustee: Natalie Kono
- Pastor: Freddie Kono
- Pastor’s Assistant : Elzer Asfaw
- Church Leaders: Timothy Midaya, Racel K Mulunda, Wellington Mulenga, Joshua Roberts, Tesfahun Awoke, Thulani Kuyumani, Daniel Nwador, Dawit Tekele, Mcivan Namboya, Mark Warrener, Joubert Lurrie

Our Pastor is also an important part of the Church Safeguarding Team. Where possible, the Church Safeguarding Team will work together if and when issues arise. However, each person has a responsibility to report allegations of abuse as soon as they are raised.

Putting Our Policy into Practice
	Practice Area
	Yes
	No

	Policy is displayed on church noticeboard and website
	Yes
	☐

	Each worker receives and signs the full policy and procedures
	Yes
	☐

	DBS checks are conducted as appropriate
	Yes
	☐

	DBS checks are renewed every 3 years
	Yes
	☐

	Policy is made available upon request
	Yes
	☐

	Policy is monitored and reviewed annually
	Yes
	☐



SECTION 2 – USEFUL CONTACTS
	Role
	Name
	Phone
	Email

	LADO (Local Authority Designated Officer)
	N/A
	0114 273 4850
	sheffieldsafeguardinghub@sheffield.gov.uk

	Police (Emergency)
	N/A
	999
	N/A

	Police (Non-Emergency)
	N/A
	101
	N/A

	Sheffield Adult Social Care 24hr 
	N/A
	0114 273 4908
	asc.howdenhouse@sheffield.gov.uk

	Sheffield Children’s Social Care
	N/A
	0114 273 4855/ 0114 203 7463
	sheffieldsafeguardinghub@sheffield.gov.uk 

	Church LDPS
	Vimbikai Dutton
	N/A
	safeguardingatpottershouseshef@yahoo.com

	Deputy DPS
	Damilola Midaya
	N/A
	safeguardingatpottershouseshef@yahoo.com

	Safeguarding Trustee
	Natalie Kono
	N/A
	safeguardingatpottershouseshef@yahoo.com

	DBS Check Provider
	…………………
	…………………
	…………………


Other Resources
· Thirtyone:eight – www.thirtyoneeight.org – 0303 003 1111
· Charity Commission – www.gov.uk
SECTION 3 – DEFINITIONS OF ABUSE
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child or adult at risk. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child or adult by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children and adults at risk may be abused in a family, or in an institutional or community setting; by those known to them or, more rarely, by a stranger. They may be abused by an adult or adults or a child or children. There are many different ways in which people suffer abuse. The list below is, sadly, not exhaustive.

	Type of abuse
	Abuse Victim: Child
	Victom: Adult at risk

	Physical
	Actual or likely physical injury to a child, or failure to prevent physical injury to a child.
	To inflict pain, physical injury or suffering to an adult at risk.

	Emotional
	The persistent, emotional, ill treatment of a child that affects their emotional and behavioural development.  It may involve conveying to the child that they are worthless and unloved, inadequate, or that they are given responsibilities beyond their years.
	The use of threats, fear or power gained by another adult’s position, to invalidate the person’s independent wishes. Such behaviour can create very real emotional and psychological distress. All forms of abuse have an emotional component.

	Sexual
	Involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening.  This includes non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, pornographic material or watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways.
	Any non-consenting sexual act or behaviour.

No one should enter into a sexual relationship with someone for whom they have pastoral responsibility or hold a position of trust. 


	Neglect

	Where adults fail to care for children and protect them from danger, seriously impairing health and development.
	A person’s wellbeing is impaired and their care needs are not met. Neglect can be deliberate or can occur as a result of not understanding what someone’s needs are. 


	Type of Abuse
	Additional Definitions

	Financial
	The inappropriate use, misappropriation, embezzlement or theft of money, property or possessions.

	Spiritual
	The inappropriate use of religious belief or practice; coercion and control of one individual by another in a spiritual context; the abuse of trust by someone in a position of spiritual authority (e.g. Pastor). The person experiences spiritual abuse as a deeply emotional personal attack.

	Discrimination

	The inappropriate treatment of a person because of their age, gender, race, religion, cultural background, sexuality or disability.

	Institutional
	The mistreatment or abuse of a person by a regime or individuals within an institution. It can occur through repeated acts of poor or inadequate care and neglect, or poor professional practice or ill-treatment. The church as an institution is not exempt from perpetrating institutional abuse.

	Domestic Abuse
	Domestic abuse is any threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between adults who are or have been in a relationship, or between family members. It can affect anybody regardless of their age, gender, sexuality or social status. 
Domestic abuse can be physical, sexual or psychological, and whatever form it takes, it is rarely a one-off incident. Usually there is a pattern of abusive and controlling behaviour where an abuser seeks to exert power over their family member or partner.

	Online Abuse
	The use of information technology (email, mobile phones, websites, social media, instant messaging, chatrooms, etc.) to repeatedly harm or harass other people in a deliberate manner.

	Self-harm
	Self-Harm is the intentional damage or injury to a person’s own body. It is used as a way of coping with or expressing overwhelming emotional distress. An individual may also be neglecting themselves, which can result in harm to themselves.

	Mate crime
	‘Mate crime’ is when people (particularly those with learning disabilities) are befriended by members of the community, who go on to exploit and take advantage of them.

	Modern Slavery
	Modern slavery is the practice of treating people as property; it includes bonded labour, child labour, sex slavery and trafficking. It is illegal in every country of the world.

	Human Trafficking
	Human trafficking is when people are bought and sold for financial gain and/or abuse. Men, women and children can be trafficked, both within their own countries and over international borders. The traffickers will trick, coerce, lure or force these vulnerable individuals into sexual exploitation, forced labour, street crime, domestic servitude or even the sale of organs and human sacrifice.

	Radicalisation
	The radicalisation of individuals is the process by which people come to support any form of extremism and, in some cases, join terrorist groups. Some individuals are more vulnerable to the risk of being groomed into terrorism than others.

	Honour /
Forced Marriage

	An honour marriage / forced marriage is when one or both of the spouses do not, or cannot, consent to the marriage. There may be physical, psychological, financial, sexual and emotional pressure exerted in order to make the marriage go ahead. The motivation may include the desire to control unwanted behavior or sexuality.


	Female Genital Mutilation
	Female genital mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the female external genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons as defined by the World Health Organisation (WHO). FGM is a cultural practice common around the world and is largely performed on girls aged between 10 and 18. Performing acts of FGM is illegal in the UK as is arranging for a child to travel abroad for FGM to be carried out.

	Historic Abuse
	Historic abuse is the term used to describe disclosures of abuse that were perpetrated in the past. Many people who have experienced abuse don’t tell anyone what happened until years later, with around one third of people abused in childhood waiting until adulthood before they share their experience.


	Cuckooing
	Cuckooing is the term used to describe occasions where the homes of adults at risk are taken over and used to distribute drugs or as a base for gang or criminal activities. The tenant may believe that the people who are in their home are their friends.

	Child on Child Abuse
	Child on Child abuse is when a child abuses another child of any age or stage development.



Whilst it is not possible to be prescriptive about the signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect, the following list sets out some of the indicators which might be suggestive of abuse:
· unexplained injuries on areas of the body not usually prone to such injuries
· an injury that has not been treated/received medical attention
· an injury for which the explanation seems inconsistent
· a child or adult at risk discloses behaviour that is harmful to them
· unexplained changes in behaviour or mood (e.g. becoming very quiet, withdrawn or displaying sudden bursts of temper)
· inappropriate sexual awareness in children
· signs of neglect, such as under-nourished, untreated illnesses, inadequate care.

It should be recognised that this list is not exhaustive and the presence of 
one or more indicators is not in itself proof that abuse is actually taking place. 
It is also important to remember that there might be other reasons why most of the above are occurring


